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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being clearly 
anticipated by United States Patent Application Publication US 2002/0140225, 
Nishiyama et al. 

In regards to claims 1 , 2 and 4-8, Nishiyama et al disclose a resin tube-equipped 
quick connector for connecting a fuel-transporting resin tube (4) to a mating pipe, 
comprising 

a connector body (5), a retainer (22) and a seal member (9,10); 

wherein the connector body has a generally tubular shape as a whole, and has a 
retainer holding portion at one axial side thereof, and also has at the other side thereof 
a press-fitting portion which is press-fitted into the interior of the resin tube from one end 
thereof, press-fitting portion including first and second annular projections disposed 
respectively adjacently to first and second root portions along a length L thereof; 

wherein the retainer is a member adapted to be held in the retainer holding 
portion, and is engaged with a convex or concave pipe-side engagement portion, 
formed on an outer peripheral surface of the mating pipe and spaced from an axial 
insertion-side end thereof, so as to fix the inserted mating pipe in the axial direction; 
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wherein the seal member is mounted within the connector body at an inner 
region thereof disposed closer to the press-fitting portion than the retainer holding 
portion is disposed, and the seal member is brought into contact with an outer 
peripheral surface of an insertion end portion of the inserted mating pipe disposed 
closer to the distal end of the mating pipe than the pipe-side engagement portion is 
disposed, thereby forming an air-tight seal between the insertion end portion and an 
inner surface of the connector body; and 

the resin tube including a press-fit undergoing portion into which the press-fitting 
portion is to be press-fitted, 

wherein before the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing 
portion, the press-fit undergoing portion is formed with an inner diameter the is 
substantially equal to an outer diameter of the root portions of the press-fitting portion, 
and 

after the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing portion of 
the resin tube, the press-fitting portion is adapted to cause portions of its inner diameter 
facing the root portions of its inner diameter facing the root portions to become equal to 
the outer diameter of the root portions, so that and the press- fitting portion is press- 
fitted in the tube diameter-expanded press-fit undergoing portion to be integrated with 
the press-fitting portion in a withdrawal-preventing condition. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, the beforehand expansion limitation is 
given little patentable weight. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/8/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Nishiyama et al fail to disclose the method of forming a 
resin tube-equipped quick connector. The Examiner disagrees. Applicant's claims are 
drawn to an apparatus and not a method of forming, so the method of forming the 
apparatus is not germane to the issue of patentability of the apparatus itself. It appears 
as though Applicant is attempting to claim an intermediate step of forming the connector 
in conjunction with the final usable apparatus. The original disclose clearly illustrates 
when the connector is usable/disassembled and when it is not. The original disclose 
recites: 
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g. 1 is a sisw showing oik preferred nl ' di j L of a 
be-equipped quick connector of the present invention 



a connector body and a 



r. oeroro roe connector - 



) the mating pipe . 

Fig. 3 is a view shewing the quick 



embodiment di sassembled ir.to the connector body and the 
retainer, and also showing the mating pipe in a condition before 
the connection and a resin tube in a condition before the 
press-fitting. 

Fig. 4 is a view showing a press-fitting portion of the 
connector body and the resin tube of the above embodiment, 
showing a condition before they are press-fitted together. 

, -.o .. ■ ' p.. -l-o o--..:i:'- . : : :■:.:,!:/: 

a press-fit undergoing portion of the resin tube of the above 



Figs. 6A and 6B are views showing ot 
the present invention, respectively. 

Fig. 7 is a view showing a further embodiment of t 
present invention. 



Further, MPEP 2106 recites: 

35 1 St.. 101 defines four categories of inventions that Congress deemed to he the 
appropriate subject matter of a patent, processes, machines, manufactures and 
compositions of matter. The latter three categories define "tilings" or "products"' while the 
first eategor) defines "actions (i.e.. inventions that consist ol'a scries of steps or acts to 
he performed). See 35 I S.C . i 00(b) ("The term process' means process, art. or 
method, and includes a new use of a known process, machine, manufacture, composition 
of mailer, or material, "r 



Clearly, Applicant is not arguing the latter categories of "things", but arguing a method of 
forming the connector. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



.amd 



/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



